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haven
A SAFE PLACE TO LIVE. TO WORK. TO WORSHIP.

In 1654, a group of twenty-three Jewish adults  
and children arrived in the Dutch colony of New 
Amsterdam. They were seeking a safe haven after  
being expelled by the Portuguese conquerors of  
Brazil, where they previously had been living under 
Dutch protection. This group of twenty-three  
evolved into the first permanent settlement of Jews  
in North America. 

Exhibition Theme, Part I:





THE AMERICAN JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND THE  
JEWISH AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH COALITION

home
A PLACE TO GROW. A PLACE TO FLOURISH.

American Jewry did more than find a haven in the 
United States. Protected by legal rights and possessed 
of economic opportunity, they built a home. Like  
other ethnic and religious groups, they established 
communities that were fully American, yet distinctive 
culturally. In their businesses and professions, in the 
military, in universities and scientific laboratories,  
in urban enclaves and suburban neighborhoods,  
in politics and popular culture, in their synagogues  
and charitable organizations, Jews shaped their 
American and Jewish identities.

Exhibition Theme, Part II:





PREVIOUS VENUES

MOAKLEY COURTHOUSE  |  BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS  |  2005

HEBREW COLLEGE  |  NEWTON CENTER, MASSACHUSETTS  |  2006

FASHION SHOW MALL  |  LAS VEGAS, NEVADA  |  2007

THE VENETIAN  |  LAS VEGAS, NEVADA  |  2007

CENTENNIAL HILLS COMMUNITY CENTER–YMCA  |  LAS VEGAS, NEVADA  |  2007

DENVER PUBLIC LIBRARY  |  DENVER, COLORADO  |  2008

NEW AMERICANS MUSEUM  |  SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA  |  2008

DETROIT HISTORICAL MUSEUM  |  DETROIT, MICHIGAN  |  2009
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About the Exhibition

From Haven to Home: 350 Years of American Jewish Life is a newly-designed version of the original 
Library of Congress exhibition by the same title, exhibited at the Library’s Jefferson Building in 2004 
in conjunction with the Commission to Commemorate 350 Years of American Jewish History. 

When the Library of Congress granted permission for a traveling version of the original exhibition, 
the Wyner Center of the American Jewish Historical Society in Newton, MA created facsimiles of 
the precious rare books and unique documents in the original exhibition so that they could be 
appreciated by a national audience. The Wyner Center and the Jewish American Heritage Month 
Coalition are cooperating to make From Haven to Home available to local communities across the 
United States.

Constructed of highly durable materials and easily traveled and displayed, From Haven to Home is 
suitable for busy public venues or the confines of a museum. It can be rented for a reasonable fee. 
Local communities that have hosted From Haven to Home have had remarkable success in securing 
the funds to cover expenses and the educational and communal impacts have been felt long after 
the exhibition departs.

Curated by Michael Feldberg, Ph.D., director of research for the American Jewish Historical 
Society, and designed by Gill Fishman Associates of Cambridge, MA, the exhibition is supported 
by a teaching curriculum developed by Facing History and Ourselves, Inc. and a ten-minute  
orientation video. We will assist local schools to develop educational programming, and local 
community organizations to plan docent-led tours.” 

“What a wonderful response we received about the exhibition!  

PȣȐ�ȝɤȐɕɜɕ�ɜɑɤȵɴ�ȐȽȬɄɴȐȇ�ɨȨȐɬȨȽȝ�Ȩɜ�ǸȽȇ�ȃɄȹȹȐȽɜȐȇ�ɄȽ�ѻȵȐǸɑȽȨȽȝ�
something new’” – Gayle Hom, Director, New Americans Museum, San Diego
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Moakley Federal Courthouse in Boston, MA
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The “Goes Anywhere Exhibtion”
 HELPING BUILD BRIDGES FOR YOUR JEWISH COMMUNITY

Because of its construction and ease of setup, From Haven to Home: 350 Years of Jewish Life in 
America can travel to almost any indoor venue. 

Through 2009, From Haven to Home: 350 Years of Jewish Life in America has been displayed in the 
following settings:

 Moakley Federal Courthouse on the Boston waterfront
 Hebrew College in Newton, MA
 Fashion Show Mall on the Las Vegas Strip
 Centennial Hills Community Center/YMCA
 Denver Public Library Main Branch
 Museum of New Americans, San Diego
 Detroit Historical Museum   

Many of these venues reported record audiences for From Haven to Home.

In each community, a local organization served as sponsor. Its responsibilities included finding a 
venue for the exhibition, publicity and marketing, organizing lectures and programs, recruiting 
docents and providing scheduled tours. 

During its run, this exhibition fosters pride within each Jewish community that hosts it and builds 
bridges between the Jewish community and other ethnic and religious groups. From Haven to 
Home is more than an exhibition; it is a memorable experience.

“The best part of my docent experience was leading groups of public school children almost 

all of whom were minorities or recent immigrants. Many of them came to understand 

that coming from humble roots is not a barrier to future success.” – Detroit, MI
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Moakley Federal Courthouse in Boston, MA
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Customize
 INCLUDE YOUR LOCAL HISTORY, RECEIVE SUPPORTING MATERIALS, 
 TRAINING, PROGRAMS AND FUNDRAISING GUIDANCE

From Haven to Home can be customized to each local Jewish community. It also comes with a variety of 
supporting materials to help host organizations enrich the visitor experience, including:

> A newly-researched and designed panel telling the Jewish history of your community, state or region.

> For teachers, the nationally-known educational organization Facing History and Ourselves has  
developed a curriculum packet so that junior high school or high school students can be oriented  
before their visit and complete a writing exercise after.

> A ten-minute orientation video highlighting the sections of the exhibition.

> Docents receive in-person training from Michael Feldberg, Ph.D., curator of the exhibition.

> Templates for brochures, banners, publicity materials, press releases and so forth are available  
from the designer, Gill Fishman Associates.

> The Library of Congress maintains an on-line version of the original From Haven to Home exhibition 
that can be accessed by teachers and students for pre- or post-visit activities.

> Consultation with local host to develop programing and fundraising events in conjunction with  
the exhibition’s visit to a community.  

“I was very happy to take my grandchildren to this exhibition. 

I learned almost as much from seeing it as they did.”
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Moakley Courthouse  2005
  BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

From Haven to Home is suitable for smaller spaces, but the atrium at the newly-constructed 
Moakley Federal Courthouse on Boston’s waterfront provided an elegant and airy setting for 
the exhibition. The spectacular setting and the presence of From Haven to Home made the 
Courthouse the venue of choice for several of Boston’s Jewish organizations to hold their  
annual meeting or other fundraising event that year. 
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 Hebrew College 2006
  NEWTON CENTER, MASSACHUSETTS

The magnificent campus of Hebrew College is the home of the Wyner Center of the American 
Jewish Historical Society. The Moshe Safdie-designed  Gann Library Building houses the Center 
and provided a scholarly setting for the rich story of the American Jewish experience. 
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Fashion Show Mall   2007
  LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

One of the busiest malls in the United States and sitting in the heart of the famed Las Vegas Strip, 
the Fashion show Mall provided shoppers with an unexpected encounter with history. Visitors 
from around the world learned, most for the first time, that the Jewish people have contributed to 
American freedom for almost four centuries.

Hosted by the Jewish Community Center of Southern Nevada.
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 The Venetian 2007
  LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

The ballroom of Las Vegas’s most elegant hotel provided the perfect setting for the Jewish 
Community Center of Southern Nevada’s annual fundraising dinner. The exhibition moved from 
the Fashion Show Mall to the Venetian in the course of a morning and was ready for display that 
evening. Inspired by a new section of the exhibition depicting its past, the Jewish community of  
Las Vegas used the event to help build its future.  
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 Denver Public Library   2008
    DENVER, COLORADO

The local sponsor, the Rocky Mountain Jewish Historical Society, provided additional exhibition 
materials from its own holdings on the history of the Jewish community of Denver. School groups, 
seniors, sisterhoods and congregations enjoyed visits to From Haven to Home. The Denver Public 
Library’s Main Branch in the heart of historic Denver allowed the exhibition to fill its lobby for  
two months. 
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New Americans Museum 2008
   SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

The recently opened New American Museum in San Diego is dedicated to the history of the  
nation’s immigrants. What more fitting place, then, to tell the story of three hundred and  
fifty years of the Jewish search for haven in America and the ways in which successive waves  
of Sephardic, German, eastern European, post-Holocaust and now Russian Jews have turned  
that haven into a permanent home. 
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Detroit Historical Museum   2009
        DETROIT, MICHIGAN

As in Denver, the Michigan Jewish Historical Society supplemented From Haven to Home with 
numerous displays of its holdings. Dozens of docents of different faiths joined together  
to help visiting school and adult groups understand the important lessons of the American  
Jewish experience. The museum reported record attendance for a visiting  exhibition.  
Local supporters helped make the effort a financial as well as educational success.
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EXHIBITION SPECIFICATIONS AND TERMS

From Haven to Home is a facsimile exhibition mounted on 16 two-sided panels. Each panel is 8 feet 
in length by 7 feet 2 inches in height, mounted on a 42-inch wide base. The base is very stable and 
wheels easily. The entire exhibition fits on a single 54 foot tractor trailer and can be unloaded and 
set in place in two hours of less. There is no mounting or assembly required by the host institution 
or venue as the panels are numbered and simply need to be placed where most appropriate for 
each venue.

Because of its durability, From Haven to Home requires no special lighting or climate controls. 

The sixteenth panel has been reserved for the history of each local Jewish community to which  
the exhibition has traveled. For example, when it was at the Moakley Courthouse, the curator  
created a two-sided panel highlighting the history of Jewish Boston from the colonial period to 
the present. When the exhibition moved to Las Vegas, he identified new images and wrote new 
text to tell the story of the Jews of Las Vegas from their arrival in the 19th century to their helping 
make Las Vegas the fastest growing metropolitan area in the United States. Development of this 
panel is optional on the part of the renting organization, as the exhibition can also be displayed 
without it. As well, where conditions are favorable, local historical materials can be displayed to 
supplement the national story contained in From Haven to Home.

The exhibition is available for rental. The recommended rental period is a month to six weeks, 
although longer or shorter rentals are possible.

To discuss rental fees, booking dates, travel arrangements and other details, please call or e-mail:

Jewish American Heritage Month Coalition 
www.jahm.org 
Phone: 513-6040-1011 
email: abby668@me.com

American Jewish Historical Society 
www.ajhsboston.org 
Phone: 617-559-8884 
jgarner@ajhs.hebrewcollege.edu

7 ft. 2 in.

8 ft.

42 in.
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The exhibition From Haven to Home was curated by 
Michael Feldberg, Ph.D. for the Wyner Center of the 
American Jewish Historical Society, and designed by  
Gill Fishman Associates of Cambridge, MA. 

Founded in 1892, the American Jewish Historical Society 
fosters awareness and appreciation of American Jewish 
heritage and serves as a scholarly resource by collecting,  
preserving and disseminating materials relating to 
American Jewish history. Headquartered at the Center 
for Jewish History in New York, its Wyner Center operates 
at Hebrew College in Newton, MA. 

For more information, visit www.ajhs.org.

The Jewish American Heritage Month Coalition is 
the successor to the  Commission to Commemorate 
350 Years of American Jewish History. The establish-
ment by presidential proclamation of Jewish American 
Heritage Month owes much to the efforts of a group of 
Congressional members of all backgrounds and beliefs, 
but above all to the leadership of Congresswoman 
Deborah Wasserman Schultz (FL). Located at the Jacob 
Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives,  
a unit of Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati, OH, the 
Coalition’s members include the Marcus Center, the 
American Jewish Historical Society, the Jewish Women’s 
Archive, Brookline MA and the National Museum of 
American Jewish History, Philadelphia, PA.



American Jewish Historical Society 
160 Herrick Road   Newton, MA  02459

Jewish American Heritage Month Coalition
x Road   City, NY  0xxxxx

Brochure design donated by Gill Fishman Associates of Cambridge, MA.  
www.GillFishmanDesign.com.


