
Rabbi or Rebel?
Brant Rosen heads a suburban 
congregation, when he’s not 
fighting for immigrant and 
Palestinian rights 
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Mugging the Kosherati
Self-taught chef Itta Werdiger Roth is  
bringing her pop-up inventions to a full  
kosher restaurant  
in Brooklyn
F3
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Eran Egozy, whose company 
invented “Guitar Hero” and 
“Rock Band,” played some 
Bach on his clarinet at a 
recent event for young Jewish 
adults.
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SINGING AT THE STATE HOUSE
JCRC arranged a visit to the Massachusetts State House for 30 stu-
dents from Kehillah Schechter Academy in Norwood. The students 
performed their “Ballad of Thanksgivukkah,” first on the Grand 
Staircase, and then again in the House Chamber where their per-
formance, and Thanksgivukkah, was recorded as an official part of 
the Commonwealth’s history. To view the video, visit our website at 
jewishjournal.org.

Justin Wyner Makes, Preserves History
STEVE MAAS

Special to the Journal

BOSTON — Beth 
Israel Hospital, 
the Ritz-Carlton 
Hotel, Ted Williams, 
Henrietta Szold, the 
fight to save Soviet 
Jewry, ostrich feath-
ers and the ceiling 
of your car’s inte-
rior. They all fig-
ure into the Wyner 
saga, one that is as 
tightly bound to the 
region’s Jewish and 
civic history as the 
laminated fabric 
from the family’s textile mill.

And thanks to Justin (Jerry) Wyner, 

it’s among the best-
documented family 
stories. Wyner has 
played a leading 
role in the American 
Jewish Historical 
Society and its New 
England chapter. 
The Wyner archives 
fill 134 boxes, 
stretching 148.5 lin-
ear feet. No single 
newspaper story, 
not even a bundle 
of them, would 
come close to doing 
the Wyners justice.

Wyner offered 
a tantalizing sam-

pling of family tales in a two-hour 
continued on page 35

PENNY SCHWARTZ
Special to the Journal

CAMBRIDGE — In a life note-
worthy for its contrasts, Eran Egozy 
thrives in harmony. Born in Israel, 
Egozy grew up multilingual on two 
continents. His bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees from MIT are in comput-
er science and engineering, but he is 
also a classically trained musician.

By day, Egozy, 42, is the chief 
technology officer of Harmonix, a 
Cambridge-based company he co-
founded in 1995 with Alex Rigopulos. 
Harmonix launched the music video 
game craze. Their “Guitar Hero” 
and “Rock Band” games, which 
transform ordinary folks into rock 

stars, have generated multi-billion 
dollar sales. In 2011, the company 
launched “Dance Central,” a criti-
cally acclaimed series that uses full 
body motion tracking to get players 
off the couch.

While his day job is exciting, on 
many nights Egozy, a married father 
of two school-aged kids, moon-
lights as the clarinetist in the Radius 
Ensemble and Emmanuel Music.

Last month, the multi-tasking, 
multi-talented musician spoke to a 
group of Jewish young adults about 
how he has woven the various strands 
of his life together. At the event, co-
sponsored by New Center Now, CJP’s 
PresenTense and MIT Hillel, Boston 
Globe innovation economy colum-

nist Scott Kirsner interviewed Egozy. 
Then adventurous partici-

pants were given the opportunity 
to test Harmonix’s newest product, 
“Fantasia: Music Evolved.” Set for 
release in 2014, the game is being 
produced in partnership with 
Disney, and is based on the original 
1940s film classic.

In “Fantasia,” players assume the 
role of apprentice to sorcerer Yen 
Sid. Using hand gestures and body 
movements, they enter a richly ani-
mated, magical fantasy world where 
they have the power to manipu-
late classical hits such as Vivaldi’s 
“Winter,” and rock hits such as 
Queen’s “Bohemian Rhapsody.” 

continued on page 5

DEAHN BERRINI LEBLANG
Special to the Journal

MARBLEHEAD — Early in 
the last century, acting on a tip 
from a relative that people living 
in Marblehead were successful, 
Abraham Sacks loaded up a truck 

with antiques from his father’s 
store on Charles Street in Boston, 

and took the ferry north. He rented 
a cellar on State Street for $3 a month, 

took on the nickname “Jim,” and began a 
business that thrived for almost a century.

continued on page 4
Susan Jacobs

Stan Sacks, inside his shop.

Susan Jacobs
Sam Paster is thrilled with the  

renovations to his home.

Joy of Making Music is Key at Harmonix

A Fond Farewell  
to Sacks Antiques SUSAN JACOBS

Jewish Journal Staff

SWAMPSCOTT — When 
they purchased their ranch-
style home in Swampscott a 
decade ago, Glenn and Hilory 
Paster knew they would even-
tually need to convert it to 
make it more fully accessible 
for their son, Sam, who was 
born with cerebral palsy. 

Since the house lacked a 
bedroom on the entry level, 
Glenn and Hilory had to physi-
cally lift their son out of his 

It Takes a Village

continued on page 8

Courtesy photo
A 12-year-old Justin Wyner is pic-
tured with Benny Goodman and his 
uncle, Edward Wyner, at the Ritz Roof 
Supper Club in Boston, circa 1937.
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NOTICES
GOLDEN, William, 60 — late of 
Melrose, formerly of Malden. Died 
November 22, 2013. Husband of 
Susan (Rowe) Golden. Beloved father 
of Tanya and her husband Joseph 
Palumbo, Leah Golden and her part-
ner Mario DeMonico, and Matthew 
Golden. Grandfather of Gianna, 
Amanda and Anthony. Brother of 
Barbara Golden and her partner 
Miriam Smolover, and Joyce and her 
husband Larry Green. (Goldman)

NEIPRIS-MENDELL, Jean 
(Dinerstein), 84 — late of Chelsea, 
formerly of Malden. Died November 
22, 2013. Wife of the late Dr. Marvin 
Neipris and late Albert Mendell. 
Mother of David Mendell, Barry 
Mendell, Sara Haven and Jonathan 
Mendell. Grandmother of Ben 
Mendell, Graham Mendell, Carly 
Haven, and Lexie Wilson. Sister 
of Ruth Purpel, the late Bernice 
Oremland, Gert Raskind, Gordon 
Dinerstein, Marion Markovitz and 
Evelyn Oremland. (Goldman)

STRAGER, Norman, 83 — late of 
Boca Raton, Fla., and Salem, for-
merly of Marblehead and Chelsea. 

Died November 17, 2013. Husband 
of Eunice (Winegrad) Strager. Father 
of Larry Strager, Richard Strager, 
and Marc and his wife Michelle 
Strager. Grandfather of Stephanie 
and Elizabeth Strager. Beloved broth-
er-in-law and uncle to many devoted 
nieces and nephews. (Goldman)

SUGARMAN, Ruth Adele (Sack), 
92 — late of Peabody. Died 
November 21, 2013. Wife of the 
late Arthur Myron Sugarman. Mother 
of Mark Sugarman and his part-
ner Terry Kraus, James Sugarman 
and his wife Laura, and Lois Longin 
and her husband, the late Roger 
Noiseux. Sister of the late Marie 
Kaufman, Rosa Backman, Ben Sack 
and Lou Sack. Grandmother of Dr. 
Amy Sugarman and her husband 
Marc Damsky, Jeffrey Sugarman 
and his wife Rebecca Brodsky, Karen 
Sugarman, Melissa Longin and her 
husband Dr. Adam Wolfe, Matthew 
Sugarman and his wife Heather, and 
Todd Longin and his wife Erin. Great-
grandmother of Ruby, Kyle, Aaron, 
Ryan, Caroline, Maya, Jonah, Lucas 
and Parker. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

Jean R. Sack of Salem, for-
merly of West Peabody, entered 
into rest on November 12, 2013. 
She was 85.

Jean was the beloved wife 
of Morris Sack, with whom she 
shared 62 years of marriage. 
She was the devoted mother 
of Steven J. Sack of Cambridge, 
and Ilene R. Sack and her com-
panion, Leonard Robinson, of 
Gloucester. She was the loving 
sister of the late Doris Kaplan. 
Jean was a devoted wife, moth-

er, sister, aunt and Mah Jongg 
player.

A funeral service was held 
at Stanetsky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel in Salem on 
November 15. Interment fol-
lowed at Lebanon Tifereth Israel 
Memorial Park in Peabody. 
Contributions in Jean’s memory 
may be made to Temple Ner 
Tamid, 368 Lowell St., Peabody, 
MA 01960, or to Congregation 
Sons of Israel, P.O. Box 702, 
Peabody, MA 01960.

Jean R. Sack, 85, of Salem, formerly of West Peabody

interview at his spacious condo 
in Rowe’s Wharf, where — even 
at 88 — he’s head of the resi-
dents’ association and a prime 
mover behind the new Wharf 
District Council that’s helping to 
shape the Greenway neighbor-
hood.

Let’s start with his grand-
father, George Wyner, who 
was born in Vilna, Lithuania, 
in 1862 and died in Boston in 
1943 at his apartment in the 
Ritz-Carlton, which he built in 
1926. In between, he whole-
saled grain and raised ostriches 
in South Africa and, after mov-
ing to Boston in 1902, marketed 
ostrich feathers (all the rage for 
women’s hats) for South African 
farmers and then turned to real 
estate.

George was supposed to trav-
el to Boston in 1891 to meet his 
designated bride, but got way-
laid in New York, where he fell in 
love with a 21-year-old Russian 
immigrant, Gertrude (Gussie) 
Edelman. She agreed to move 
back with him to South Africa, 
with the proviso that if after 10 
years she wasn’t happy, they’d 
return to America. Gussie got 
her way.

They arrived in Boston with 
five children and settled on 
Gaston Street, where their neigh-
bors included the Rabinowitzes, 
who were just getting a grocery 
business off the ground (we 
know it today as Stop & Shop), 
and the Goldbergs, whose then 
three-year-old daughter, Sara, 
would grow up to become Justin 
Wyner’s mother.

Gussie shared her husband’s 
entrepreneurial flair, applying it 
to raising money for hospitals 
in Jerusalem and Boston. She 
introduced the idea of life mem-
bership for Hadassah (she was 
a friend of the group’s founder, 
Henrietta Szold) and the Beth 
Israel Women’s Auxiliary.

Gussie’s campaign for Beth 
Israel would change the life 
of her third son (and Justin’s 
father), Rudolph. After he grad-
uated from Harvard in 1915, 
Rudolph joined his father in the 
real estate business. He spent 
a year scouring the Boston 
market for his first investment 
parcel before signing a deal 
for a Townsend Street estate in 
Roxbury.

When Rudolph announced 
the news, his father said, 
“Congratulations, you’ve made 
a deal, but you know your moth-
er has been raising money for 
years for a Jewish hospital. We’ve 
decided that’s where it’s going to 
be; here’s your money back.”

Rudolph would later become 
the president of the board of 

Beth Israel, helping to cement 
the deal that made it a teach-
ing hospital for his alma mater, 
Harvard. But having his first real 
estate deal unravel, he decid-
ed to switch to another busi-
ness. He bought a 120-year-old 
knitting mill in Stoughton, the 
second oldest in the United 
States, and renamed it Shawmut 
Woolen Mills. 

“It’s not any coincidence 
that our company and the Beth 
Israel Hospital were both found-
ed in 1916,” Justin Wyner said. 
Now called Shawmut Corp., 
the company is based in West 
Bridgewater and has plants 
throughout the country.

Wyner, who grew up with the 
company, said he never expect-
ed to work anyplace else. He was 
born in 1925 at St. Elizabeth’s 
Hospital in Brighton; Beth Israel 
didn’t have a maternity unit until 
some 25 years later, when the 
Wyner family donated money 
for one in memory of Gussie. By 
then, the hospital had moved to 
Longwood.

Raised in Brookline, Wyner 
transferred from local schools 
to Roxbury Latin. His father 
had studied there three decades 
before, but both Wyners received 
their diplomas at the same time. 
As they had started college early, 
they missed their high school 
graduation. In 1969, at their 
request, the trustees issued 
them their sheepskins.

But it wasn’t all work and no 
play. Wyner recalled sunny after-
noons in the Fenway bleach-
ers. His dad could have easily 
afforded box seats, but thought 
the outfield stands “were a great 
place to watch a game.” Wyner 
did get to see Red Sox stars close 
up, though, thanks to his uncle 
Edward Wyner, who had taken 
over running the Ritz. Uncle 
Eddie, who raised six children 
at the luxury hotel, fenced in 
a portion of the rooftop for a 
playground and turned the rest 
into a putting green. Now the 
Taj Boston, the hotel displays 
photos from the Wyner days in 
its café, including one of Eddie 
teaching Ted Williams how to 
golf.

Wyner came into his own at 
Tufts, where he completed a 
degree in organic chemistry in 
two years and three months. By 
leaving no time to waste — he 
did homework between classes 
and while eating — he managed 
to edit the college newspaper 
and literary magazine, co-lead 
the dramatic society and com-
pete on the debate team. It set a 
pattern for a life that would see 
him combine running a compa-
ny with raising a family and lead-

ing dozens of multiple business, 
civic and Jewish organizations.

After graduating, Wyner went 
right into the family business, 
taking a break only to attend 
Harvard Business School. He 
oversaw the company’s move 
away from the clothing market 
into manufacturing composite 
materials for products ranging 
from footwear to surgical gowns. 
Its fabric covers the ceilings of 
more than half the cars made in 
America, he said.

In 1955, Wyner married a 
fellow college newspaper edi-
tor, Genevieve Geller (Wellesley 
’52), the daughter of a New York 
entrepreneur whose business 
interests included an advertising 
agency and Yoo Hoo Chocolate 
Beverage Co. Genevieve’s com-
munity service rivals her hus-
band, but that’s a whole other 
story. The two raised three boys 
in Brookline: one now runs the 
family company; another is a 
professor of information tech-
nology at Boston College; and 
the third — who was a phi-
losophy major — co-founded 
G-Form, which manufactures 
protective gear for athletes and 
hand-held electronics (thank 
him, the next time you drop 
your iPhone).

Wherever Wyner lived, 
worked or volunteered, he 
wound up in leadership posi-
tions thanks to his talent for res-
cuing sinking ships and guid-
ing warring parties to common 
ground. Instead of managing 
crises, he sought to head them 
off. Take, for example, the time 
he avoided an international 
incident by pulling a fast one on 
a Soviet refusenik.

Back in the early ’70s, 
as president of the Jewish 
Community Council (now the 
Jewish Community Relations 
Council), Wyner helped mar-
shal Boston efforts on behalf of 
Soviet Jewry. This was the era of 
the Jewish Defense League and 
the even more militant Jewish 
Survival League, whose agenda 
also included protecting Jews in 
racially mixed neighborhoods. 
One year, members of the two 
leagues accompanied a visiting 
refusenik on a tour of Boston’s 
former Jewish neighborhoods 
in Roxbury and Mattapan. They 
stopped at a synagogue that had 
been converted into a mosque. 
The refusenik stepped out and 
started snapping photos just 
as congregants were leaving. 
Some of them tried to stop him. 
League members jumped out of 
their cars and a melee ensued, 
rattling the refusenik.

The next day the refusenik 
was due to speak before 10,000 
people at Boston Common for 
an Israel Day rally. Word had it 
he was going to say that he felt 
safer in Russia than in Boston. 
That would have been a public-
ity coup for the militants, but 
a public relations disaster for 
the Soviet Jewry movement. 
Learning that the refusnik would 
be speaking through a council-
hired interpreter, Wyner told the 
translator: “Whatever he says, 
you tell them he says, ‘I’ve never 
been so well-treated in my life.’” 
Nightmare averted.

As moderator of Brookline 
Town Meetings, Wyner pre-
sided over such contentious 
issues as reciting the Pledge 
of Allegiance and taking a 
stand on the Vietnam War. He 
stepped down in 1984 after 12 
years at the helm, but was per-
suaded to return for a three-

Wyner Family
from page 1

Courtesy photo
Pictured l-r at a family bat mitzvah are Giang and James Wyner; Temple 
Israel Cantor Roy Einhorn; Lam An Wyner (daughter of Giang and 
James); Temple Israel Rabbi Jeremy Morrison; George Wyner; Daniel 
Wyner; Genevieve and Justin Wyner. 

year encore in 1991. 
Meanwhile, across the 

Muddy River at Temple Israel 
in Boston, Wyner held various 
leadership positions, includ-
ing president. Over the past 20 
years, Wyner has devoted much 
of his time (and money) to the 
American Jewish Historical 
Society. Drafted into the leader-
ship, he helped put the society’s 
budget into the black and over-
saw its relocation to the Center 
for Jewish History in New York.

Three years ago, he presided 
at a marriage of Yankees and 
Jews when the society’s regional 

chapter moved in with the New 
England Historic Genealogical 
Society. A computer fanatic, 
Wyner has pushed for digitizing 
archives of Jewish families and 
institutions for online access 
(visitajhsboston.org). He’s now 
helping to drum up $7 million 
for the purchase of the building 
adjacent to the Newbury Street 
headquarters.

No doubt, if the technology 
becomes available, Wyner would 
have his memories download-
ed into the archives database, 
provided it has the terabytes to 
accommodate them.


